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          CAVY LOSSES WINTER 2011/2012       
 
We have a situation where we have fanciers from various areas of the country reporting significant 
losses within their studs of cavies. We can speculate as to the causes of these losses but at present 

we are unable to give any positive answers . The clubs are  drawing together all interested parties. 

Rachael has put together a very comprehensive overview for which we are very thankful. I have 
enclosed a copy of the NCC disease  control and p revention guidelines to reiterate our commitment 

to good bio -security at cavy shows. Most importantly is a questionnaire for people who have 

already experienced problems and for any subsequent problems ï please fill in as accurately as 
possible ï the more detail we have the more likely we are to be able to come to useful conclusions.  

( right click , to open hyperlink , to go to the survey)   

 
David  Oulton  (NCC Chairman)   Gerry Harvey (SCC Chairman)  

 

 
OVERV IEW OF PRESENT SITUATION  

 
 
This is my understanding of the facts so far (albeit as a vet) and some interpretations that are floating around. I am not 

aware of all the details as understandably there are some people who would rather not have their losses di scussed on 
facebook or forums.  
 

If you look back over time, it is not unusual for people to lose large numbers of animals in a short period. Usually this is 
due to a virus/bacteria entering a group of animals that they have not met before. In the vast majo rity of cases 
symptoms are obvious and deaths occur over a more prolonged period. This is where the current situation seems to 

differ.  
 

Over the last month 3 people have lost large numbers of guinea pigs over a period of less than 48hrs and without 
symptom s. Remaining animals have (touch wood) shown no sign of illness (some seem to have died with food still in 
their mouths). The recent cases involve Bristol, Derbyshire and Hertfordshire and involve approaching 200 deaths in 

total.  
 
There are yet more peopl e who have lost large numbers since the summer of last year. Some of these have displayed 

brief symptoms including neurological signs/ gastro intestinsl signs shortly before death.  
 

Post mortems have been conducted by vets in general practice, without send ing samples for 
histology/bacteriology/virology and have been inconclusive. Some have sent samples of feed/forage for analysis with no 
results.  

 
The husbandry of these animals is spot on. There are no heaters or sources of noxious gasses. The only link see ms to be 

that most are fed on at least some mix and a dried grass product.  
 
To me the main reasons for such sudden deaths could be:  

-poor husbandry such as water deprivation (I know this not to be the case)  
-poisoning  
- toxins (eg aflatoxin/mycotoxin contam ination of a component of feeds)  

-a very virulent virus/bacteria (I would expect to see some degree of clinical signs)  
 

As yet there is no diagnosis and any ideas are pure speculation.  
 
In the case of further mass deaths I would recommend sending 3 cavies  to Mark Stidworthy at the IVZG, a pathologist 

and exotics specialist. The cost for this is £260 (+ VAT). He will conduct gross post mortems on all 3 and take samples 
from the rest for further testing (histopathology and bacteriology). If virology/ toxicolo gy  is needed then this will be 
additional.  

 
Samples should be kept in an airtight container in the fridge (or equivalent eg cool  box and icepacks, or outside if cold 



but NOT frozen) and reach the pathologist within 48hrs . Any submissions can be made through your vet who will have a same day 

courier service but may make a small charge for postage/packaging.  

In addition keep samples of food/forage for analysis. I would notify the companies involved with the relevant batch numbers and it 

should also be possible to arrange this testing through the FSA and trading standards. Usually you need some idea of what to test for.  

There is currently no indication of an infectious cause so no reason for the main cavy bodies ( NCC/SCC) to cancel all shows. For now it 

remains up to the individual. In order to minimize any risk to animals at home it would seem sensible to, at the very least, quarantine 

any show animals/ bought in animals in a separate airspace. Feed these last each day and disinfect with virkon  (or similar) between 

attending to the main shed and those in quarantine. Others may choose to not show, buy in animals or allow any visitors until  th e 

situation is clearer.  

 

Rachael Wallis   

  

DISEASE CONTROL GUIDELINES  

The Cavy Clubs are able to set guidelines but believe disease control and prevention is essentially each individual memberõs 

responsibility.  ALL CAVY KEEPERS SHOULD AT ALL TIMES BE VIGILANT FOR ANY SIGNS OF DISEASE IN THEIR 

ANIMALS IF ANY PROBLEM IS DETECTED STRICT BIO SECURITY SHOULD BE PRACTICED FOR THE PROTECTION OF 

OTHERS. IF THERE IS ANY REASON TO BELIEVE THAT THERE IS DISEASE OF ANY SORT IN A STUD OF CAVIES 

PROFESSIONAL VETERINARY HELP SHOULD BE IMMEDIATELY SOUGHT. THE OWNER OF THESE CAVIES SHOULD NOT 

TAKE THE ANIMALS TO SHOWS OR TO OTHER FANCIERSõ PREMISES NOR PUT THEMSELVES IN A POSITION WHERE 

THEY MAY BE A DANGER TO OTHERS.  

 If an animal is showing symptoms of ill health at a show this should be reported to the secretary or appointed veterinary off icer if one 

is available. They will decide if the animal is to be excluded from the show. Any animal that is suspected of suffering from an 

infectious disease must to be removed from the show hall or moved to an isolation area.  In no circumstances should the anima l be 

returned to its show pen. Judges must disqualify and report to the secretary any cavy showing evidence of ill health such as obvious 

breathing difficulties, significant evidence of mucus or abnormal discharges from the eyes, nose, mouth or reproductive or in testinal 

openings. This applies to any animal that the judge suspects is suffering from any infectious condition.  

During judging cavies should be physically kept apart as much as possible bearing in mind some contact may be necessary for 

essential comparison. Excrement etc should be cleared from the judging table as soon as is practical. Judges and stewards should have 

facilities to wash or be provided with and should use hand disinfectants certainly between classes.  

Any sale stock must in accordance with NCC & SCC show regulations be sold through appointed sale stewards only. Pre -ordered stock 

being exchanged should remain in the sale pen area.  Full names and addresses should be obtained from any prearranged sellers  or 

buyers.  

When fanciers import stock from abroad they should keep it in quarantine conditions for a month, this means not taking it to shows or 

selling on to other fanciers or in fact being handled by other fanciers during this quarantine period.  

THIS IS A DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION OVERVIEW; THIS IS SUPPORTED BY A DETAILED AND MUCH LONGER 

FORMAL CODE OF PRACTICE PRODUCED BY CAROLINE SMITH FOR THE NATIONAL CAVY CLUB TO PREVENT THE 

SPREAD OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES. IN THE CASE OF A MAJOR DISEASE OUTBREAK THE NCC & SCC WILL ADVISE THE 

ORGANISERS OF SHOWS OF THE APPROPRIATE ACTION IF AT THE TIME THE CANCELLATION OF SHOWS WAS 

CONSIDERED NECESSARY .  
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BACKGROUND OF ESCCõs NEW CHAIRMAN (JANUARY 2012)  
 

  MARK RUBERY 

  "Having had several pet Cavies from Jean Hainsworth  in the mid seventies, it was a self chocolate sow from Jean in 1976 which introduced 
me into the cavy fancy; my mum took me to my first show in Altrincham, Cheshire. How nervous I was but then overjoyed. I got my 
first 1 st prize and best juvenile. I was hooked. I fell for creams and whites so Jean put me in touch with Ken and Joan Phillips and I 
obtained some  fabulous pigs from them and they gave me lots of advice.  

 
My next show was at Sandbach. My chocolate sow won again. I really wanted to obtain some more  
chocolates so Joan put me in touch with Margaret Tenner  (Palemoon  Stud), so mum took me off to  
Timperley  to visit Margaretõs Shed; it was like going to a sweet a shop. So many wonderful pigs, I didnõt which way to look. I came away 
with some chocolates and creams and was thrilled. Margaret has become a lifelong friend and has given me so much advice about  pigs 
and later Persian Cats.   

 
Being away at Boarding school in North Wales I could only show my pigs in the school holidays, always a highlight was going t o 
Sandbach show. Then in 1981 I went to my first big show, the National Combined Stock Show at the David Lewis Centre in Cheshire. I 
was overjoyed when I got a third prize card; I thought Iõd hit the big time! (Even if there was only three in the class). At tha t show I was 
introduced to Jim and Mabel Tenner  who were leaving DLC  and moving to Mobberley , Cheshire. From then on Jim would often visit my 
shed giving me lots of advice and always telling me how it is! Even if I didnõt want to hear it! For many years Jim and Mabel would take 
me to shows. Jim new I really wanted to start breeding Pink Eyed Goldens so he got me some from Peter Parkinson which did very well 
for me. Jim and Mabel became like grandparents and we shared so many wonderful times with lots of laughter both at their home  and 
shows with the Raspberry Flan and Scones not far behind!!  

 
By now it was the late eighties and I left school and was busy building up my bird collection which my mother and I opened to  th e public. 
The first Flamingoes  arrived and then the Penguins but the pigs were never out of sight. I went to fewer shows at this time but my studs 
of Chocolates, Goldens and Creams  
carried on under my watchful eye. I have always had as much pleasure breeding my cavies as showing them. Selecting correct matingõs 
to improve certain points and to this day, every couple of years I like to take a year out from showing to put all my efforts  into the 
breeding of the pigs.  

By the early nineties my chocolates had done a lot of winning at championship level and had won several best in shows at smal ler  shows but 
my Goldenõs werenõt at a championship level. Evelyne Van Vliet was doing very well with her pigs and I was lucky enough to obtai n three 
trios in 1996. These were very big and glamorous pigs which gave my stud a much needed boost. From then on my Golden era real ly 
began,  
winning the national combined stock show with Gloria and then the national millennium show with a 5 to 8 golden sow, and then  th e 
ultimate pinnacle, best in show with the same sow at Bradford Championship show ð I was thrilled. I have always been a keen supp orter 
of the pointõs competition having now been the champion golden exhibitor 11 times since 1997, champion chocolate exhibitor 7 tim es 
and the overall  
champion self exhibitor 8 times.  

 
When I show my pigs I like to give my preparation 100 percent so even if I get nothing or win I know Iõve done everything I can. From 
that first prize at Altrincham to a third prize at my first national show to more recently best in show at Yorkshire Champion ship show 
at Keithley  ð every show tells a new story. As well as breeding and showing my pigs, becoming an ESCC and National judge in the mid 
nineties was a real honour and I have enjoyed judging at many shows. Also hosting the ESCC and rare varieties cavy clubs symposiumõs 
over the last 2 years have been enjoyable events for many cavy breeders to share their  
experiences with other exhibitors away from the hustle and bustle of the show environment which has made it a highlight of th e cavy 
calendar.   

 
The cavy fancy has given me so much pleasure over the years. Little did my mum know when she took me to get my first pig, it wou ld 
lead to the life I have now. From winning supreme adult cat at the cat show, champion waterfowl at many shows, breeding King 
penguins and now running Blackbrook  Zoological Park I always believe that if you give everything 100 percent you are rewarded greatly. 
How lucky we all are to have our hobby and be members of the English Self Cavy Club."  
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ENGLISH SELF CAVY CLUB SECRETARYõS NOTES 

Harrogate beckons ð At this stage of the year our self calendar would normally have finished and we 
would be looking forward to 2012 but this time round we still have our Adult Stock Show and 
our Annual General Meeting to look forward to. The Adult Stock Show is to be held on 
Harrogate Saturday January 28 th  2012 with Mark Rubery  in the hot seat. Supporting classes will 
be judged by Tony OõNeill (5/8mths ) and Amy Heale  (u/5mths ) - please give these three top 
judges a bumper entry ð there will of course be points for both boars and sows in the Adult 
Stock Show and points in all supporting breed classes. The Adult Stock Show is being held in 
honour of our late great President Graham Phillips, we are hoping his daughters will be present 
to give out the trophies. Our AGM is to be held at midday on the Harrogate Sunday. We hope to 
be able to award the points trophies for 2011 at the AGM. As in recent years we will try to 
circulate the Club Officersõ reports in written form to minimise the more tedious statutory 
parts of the meeting. As per Club rules items for the AGM agenda including changes to Club 
rules must be in the hands of the Secretary 14 days prior to the meeting.  

The results for our 2012/2013 biennial ballot are detailed elsewhere in the web site. May I 
congratulate the successful candidates and welcome any new members to the Executive and 
just as importantly hope those that werenõt quite so lucky will continue to work hard for our 
very successful club and stand again for election at the next opportunity. I am unable to mention 
names as I have not seen the results at time of writing these notes. This year we only had enough 
proposals to hold a ballot for the committee but having said that it is very encouraging and 
pleasing to see the number of volunteers in this section. I will never apologise for having 
repeated in print on at least two or three occasions this year that the Club needs workers and 
enthusiastic members prepared to give energy and time to help all our members get the most 
out of their hobby ð the more members we can involve in the Clubõs organisation the better.  

Now I am touting for help ð particularly any members who are able to give a few minutes of their 
time at Harrogate. We need ESCC card writers, members to help distribute cards and rosettes, 
members to help with the ESCC stand (help on the day and material for inclusion on the stand), 
also help with the pointõs competition which needs to be brought to a conclusion between the 
Saturday and the trophy presentation on Sunday.  

One of the benefits of belonging to a specialist club like the ESCC is that members receive a regular 
year book giving (hopefully) up to date information on the breed, detailing members of the Club, 
activities of the Club and any self cavy information you might need to know or even information 
you didnõt even need to know you needed to know. I am a great enthusiast for the written word 
and so am a great supporter of our monthly magazine and am a great believer in specialist clubs 
producing regular or at least in a lot of cases biennial books or  
 
Carried Fwd To Page 5  
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pamphlets ð I do think the days of the written word are numbered so we should savour the year books while we still have them. 
THE ESCC NEEDS MEMBERS TO SEND IN  ADVERTS AND ARTICLES FOR ITS 2011/2012 YEAR BOOK BY THE 31ST OF 
DECEMBER ALL CONTRIBUTIONS WILL BE TRULY APPRECIATED. PLEASE SEND ALL CONTRIBUTIONS TO 
MELANIE OR MYSELF AT davidoulton@btinternet.com    Cost of adverts £25 full page, £15 half page (these will probably be 
black and white, colour adverts will a little more). If possible I would like an article even if short on each colour ð voluntee rs 
would be appreciated otherwise I will have to search for volunteers. We would like to list breeders cards with each colour to  
give new members a few initial contact details. If articles are not forthcoming we could perhaps ask for a bit of revamping o f 
old articles - I have quite a few in electronic form if anyone would like a copy of their original work. A year book is apprecia ted 
by new members, club membership fees in the cavy fancy are small to say the least but it is important when someone joins our 
ranks we should have something to give from the Club in their first year in the fancy - you probably donõt get a lot more from 
your specialist club. If anyone would like to help with the year book PLEASE give me a ring or send an email.  

The first six 2011 ESCC champions were fully detailed in the Club notes of the August copy of òCaviesó. There are now three 
further champions to be added to the 2011 list. We congratulate CHAMPION PLEASURE (Kerry Boltonõs Pink eyed golden 
sow) wins at Fareham 3/4/11 H McCormick, Southern CC Stock Show 29/5/11 B Wiles, ESCC SS 25/6/11 B Mayoh, Mid Sussex 
CC 10/7/11 A J OõNeill, Real London 11/9/11 M Mayoh. DOUBLE CHAMPION AUTUMN POPPY (Sue Hearnõs dark eyed 
golden sow) Welsh 20/11/10 Evelyne van Vliet, Harrogate Jan 2011 Tony Jagger, Keighley 9/4/11 Dianne Nunn, Mid North 
Devon 17/4/11 Amy Heale , ESCC Midland Area 1/5/11 Tony Jagger, Devon County 21/5/11 Ian Cinderby, Royal Cornwall 9/6/11 
Graham Godfrey, Royal Cornwall 11/6/11 David Oulton, Wyevern  26/6/11 Norman Field, ESCC ISS 26/6/11 Bryan Mayoh. 
CHAMPION HONEY TOLEJA  (Wilmot Goldsworthyõs saffron sow) ESCC ISS 25/6/11 B Mayoh, NCC  Adult Stock Show 9/7/11 
Mark Rubery , Welsh National 9/7/11 Caroline Smith, ESCC YSS 11/9/11 Jackie Driver, Real London 11/9/11 Melanie Mayoh.  

ESCC club history documents that at the close of the ESCC Annual General Meeting held at the Horticultural Hall, Westminster, 
London, 1946 - one of our famous past members Dr. Kerr put on view his new variety, the Pink Eyed Self Golden, and stated 
that he intended to submit a standard for this variety. This he did the following year in 1947 and a standard was provisional ly 
adopted until the variety became more firmly established. Recently our club has been very privileged to have been 
bequeathed or should I say been entrusted very kindly by Noreen and Peter Handley with original letters and papers 
documenting the breeding Dr Kerr employed in producing our beloved Pink Eyed Self Golden.  These papers will now be 
safely stored as part of the club archives and will be available for examination or use by contacting either the Club Secreta ry 
or the keeper of the club archives. By setting up documented club archives the club is trying to ensure that never again are 
records or club mementos or souvenirs lost for future cavy fanciers. The Dr Kerr hand writing is readable but not clear ð I am 
trying to précis the letters to put together an article on the self golden. To complete this article I would like to fill out  th e first 
sixty odd years of the self golden (1947 ð 2012) ð I have contacted half a dozen fanciers who have kept goldens to try and fill in 
the progress of the breed since Dr Kerrõs day - if anyone has any snippets that would fill in gaps and or help in completing the  
story please can I have your thoughts or short notes that would fill out the story. The ESCC is fortunate that there are quite a 
few fanciers that are as irrationally enthusiastic about this breed as me.  

Recently I have received a considerable number of enquires for stock which bodes well for the self fancy. If anyone has spare  stock 
please advertise thorough the òCaviesó magazine or through our web site which has been much under used recently. The 
fancy because of factors beyond our control gets smaller all the time but any potential new recruits should not be deterred b y 
difficulty in obtaining good sound stock.  

I would like to offer very Best Wishes for Christmas and the New Year to all our members. Memberships for 2012 are now due 
Adults £5, Partnerships £8, Juveniles FREE, Senior citizens £3 please forward to David Oulton, The Hollies, Hunsterson , 
Nantwich, Cheshire, CW5  7RB davidoulton@btinternet.com   

DAVID OULTON  
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ENGLISH SELF CAVY CLUB BALLOT RESULTSé EXECUTIVE OFFICERS AND JUDGES 2012 ð 2013 

 
PRESIDENT ð Allen Cooper 
CHAIRMAN ð Mark Rubery 

SECRETARY ð David Oulton/ Melanie Mayoh (Joint)  
TREASURER ð Tony OõNeill  

BCC REPRESENTATIVES Tony OõNeill and David Oulton 
SCRUTINEERS ð Mr and Mrs TophamééALL THESE WERE ELECTED UNOPPOSED 

 

VICE- PRESIDENTS  
 

  BALLOT FOR ESCC COMMITTEE 2012/2013 
 

ELECTEDé.. Ian Cinderby 78; Peter Gammie 78; Dave Walton 78;  
Dianne Nunn 72; Evelyne van Vliet 71; Sue Hearn 70; Steve Davies 67;  

Jackie Driver 59; Klara Hegedus 52; Stuart Smith 47éé  
 

 ALSO ON BALLOTéé Jean Barnard 45; Margaret Hooper 45; Margaret Tenner 44; Helen McCormick 34. 

 

BALLOT FOR ESCC  2012  STOCK SHOW JUDGES 
 ELECTEDéé Tony OõNeill 65;  Peter Gammie 45;  Evelyne van Vliet 39; éé 

 

ALSO ON BALLOTéééAllen Cooper 24; Jackie Driver 30; Noreen Handley 35; Dianne Nunn 30;  
Bryan Mayoh 32; Bernard Wiles 38. 

 

  JUDGING PANEL  
 

DAVID OULTON 125 IAN CINDERBY 113 TONY hΩb9L[[ 108   

      PETER GAMMIE 106 STEVE DAVIES 103 EVELYNE VAN VLIET 101 MELANIE MAYOH 95  
BERNARD WILES 90 JACKIE DRIVER 87 DIANNE NUNN 82 NORMAN FIELD 82 TONY JAGGER 75  

AMY HEALE 74 MARK RUBERY 74 PETE HUDSON 60 
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Exhibitor  Breed  ISS  YSS  ASS  Total  

Wilmot Goldsworthy  Saffron  12  18  30  

Margaret Hooper  PE White  12  16  28  

Southill  Stud  DE Cream  12  12  24  

Teresa Lock  Black  6 16  22  

Sheila Hendry  Red 20  20  

Smith & Cinderby  Lilac  4 16  20  

Evelyne van Vliet  Chocolate  16  16  

JPS Barnard  DE Cream  6 10  16  

Avon Stud  Lilac  8 6 14  

F & G Taylor  PE Golden  8 6 14  

Sheila Hendry  Lilac  12  12  

Palemoon Stud  PE White  10  2 12  

Sandhills Stud  DE White  6 6 12  

Sue Hearn  DE Golden  10  10  

Sheila Hendry  Beige  10  10  

JPS Barnard  Black  8 8  

Eclipse Stud  Black  4 4 8  

Kerry Bolton  PE Golden  6 6  

Bethany Richardson  Buff  6 6  

Sandhills Stud  Black  6 6  

Mark Rubery  Chocolate    6 6  

Nowell Stud  DE White  6 6  

Alston & Joyce  PE Cream  6 6  

Avon Stud  PE Golden  4 4  

Norman Field  Chocolate  4 4  

K & J Phillips  PE Golden    4 4  

Norman Field  Red   4 4  

Sue Cook  DE White  4 4  

Chris Fay  Buff  4 4  

Sheila Hendry  Chocolate  2 2  

Cosford Cavies  Black    2 2  

Red Robin Stud  Black    2 2  

Camomile Cavies  PE Golden    2 2  

Bill Seymour  Lilac  2 2  

Joe Taylor  Buff  2 2  

Margaret Elward Shield as at 26th September 2011 


























































